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Click for a Video Clip of how a Five Day build will take place

  

 

  

    

  

IMAGINE... a place where over 3,500 children annually of all abilities can learn, play, and grow
side-by-side.  With your help, it can become a reality.  Come Aboard The FUNTOWN
P
L
A
Y
G
R
O
U
N
D
.
Bedford Heights’ First Fully Inclusive Playground!

  

MISSON STATEMENT

  

To build an accessible playground in the City of Bedford Heights that is designed by children,
built by the community and financed through the people, businesses and grants.

  

MAKING THE UNIMAGINABLE POSSIBLE... for some children, delighting in the joys of a
conventional playground is unimaginable.  When a child uses a wheelchair or has difficulty in
walking, climbing a vertical ladder to experience thrill of a slide or traversing gravel on the way
to conquering the monkey bars, makes these seemingly simple childhood freedoms
unreachable.  The FUNTOWN PLAYGROUND r
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emoves these obstacles. The
F
U
N
T
O
W
N
P
L
A
Y
G
R
O
U
N
D
was designed for children of all ages and all abilities.

  

INNOVATIVE FEATURES... recycled plastic composite ramping, therapeutic swings &
swinging deck, multi-sensory activity structures, musical & educational components, one
entrance/exit safety, and more.

  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

  

Through a “grassroots” effort, the area residents are joining hands with the City government, the
Bedford City School District, the Bedford High School Parent Teacher Association and
businesses to construct a new state-of-the-art, community builtFUNTOWN PLAYGROUND. T
he playground will be for the benefit over 3,500 children in Bedford Heights and throughout the
area.

  

What makes the FUNTOWN PLAYGROUND project unique is that it was designed using the
input of 1,925 Bedford City School District students representing all four elementary schools
and with the assistance of the renowned New York playground design firm of Leathers &
Associates. The materials used to build the
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playground will be recycled/green/sustainable.
The overall cost for the playground is $200,000. Funds needed to build the playground will
raised through sponsorships, donations, fundraising and grants.

  

Over 800 volunteers are needed during the five day period of September 16-20 to help the
playground. Help will be needed on all aspects of the project, including construction, painting,
sanding, preparing and serving food, day care for children, and many other opportunities.

  

KEY PROJECT PHASES

  

Phase 1: Design the Playground – Completed

  

The FUNTOWN PLAYGROUND was designed using the input of 1,925 Bedford City School
District students representing all four elementary schools and with the assistance of the
renowned New York playground design firm of Leathers & Associates. See the Playground
schematic plan below.

  

Phase 2: Organization Phase – In Progress

  

Fundraising, volunteer recruitment, marketing and networking are key during this phase!  Learn
more about volunteering or how you can support the playground build.

  

  

Fundraising Plan
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Potential Funding Source

  

Description

  

Estimated Funds

  
    

Personalized Picket Fence Sales

  

540 Picket Fences at $35 each

  

$19,000

  
    

Personalized Handprints Tile

  

400 Handprint tiles at $25.00 each

  

$10,000

  
    

Sponsorships and Playground Component Sale

  

Targeting businesses to sponsor over 56 playground components
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$35,000

  
    

Sub Total

  

  

$64,000

  
    

  

  

  
    

Government Grants
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Cuyahoga County

  

Conditional approval received

  

$35,000

  
    

Ohio Department of Natural Resources

  

Grant submitted. Waiting for approval

  

$60,000

  
    

City of Bedford Heights

  

Matching funds from Kaboom

  

$7,500

  
    

Sub Total
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$102,500

  
    

  

  

  
    

Foundations

  

  

  
    

Kaboom

  

Awarded

  

$7,500

  
    

AAD
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$8,000

  
    

Home Depot

  

  

$5,000

  
    

Lowes

  

  

$20,000

  
    

Sam’s Club/Walmart

  

  

$8,000
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Subtotal

  

  

$48,500

  
    

  

  

  
    

Fundraisers

  

  

  
    

Community Garage Sale

  

 10 / 15



Funtown Playground - Our Project

Tables are $25.00 each

  

$750

  
    

50/50 Raffle

  

  

$350

  
    

Food Concession Stand Sales

  

  

$1,000

  
    

Water Bottle Change Contribution

  

  

$1,500
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Subtotal

  

  

$3,600

  
    

  

  

  
    

Grand Total

  

  

$208,550
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Phase 3:  Construction 'THE BUILD'

  

The playground will be built by the community, for the community during the five day period of
August 4th thru August 8th.  More than 200 volunteers per day of all ages and skills are needed
to come together with Leathers & Associates construction consultants and volunteer community
construction captains, to transform the land into a magnificent playground.  Food and childcare
committees are vital during this phase as well.

  

  

 

  

TO MAKE A FINANCIAL DONATION

  

Donate: Please consider making a financial investment in our children and in our
community by donating to the FunTown Playground project in one or more of the
following ways?

  

· Playground Sponsorship                                             $50 to $5,000

  

· Adopt-a-Component of the Playground                      $250 to $3,500

  

· Purchase of a Personalized Picket Fence                    $35

  

· Purchase of a Handprint Tile                                       $25
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Personalized Picket Fence: Your name will be etched on the personalized picket fence that
will surround a portion of the playground.  A sample of the picket fence is available at the Jimmy
Dimora Community Center.

Personalized Handprint Tile: The personalized handprint tiles are geared toward children. It
will have their handprint and name.  It will be placed on the ground of the Tot Lot Village portion
of the playground.

  

To date, FunTown Playground Fundraising Committee has worked extremely hard to raise
about $75,000 of the $200,000 needed to build the Funtown Playground. We have secured the
$75,000 mostly from grants and business sponsorships.  For example, Majestic Steel has
agreed to donate $5,000 for the Playground and other businesses are contributing financially to
the Playground. We now have a unique opportunity to secure a $35,000 grant from Cuyahoga
County Department of Development, provided that we raise at least 75% of the our fundraising
goal by July 27, 2009.

  

No donation is too small or too large!  All donations are 100% tax deductable. All donors will be
recognized on a “recognition board” to be located at the entrance of the playground.
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Checks payable to:  City of Bedford Heights Playground Fund
Mail your check to: City of Bedford Heights

  

Attn: Ruth Gray
5615 Perkins Avenue

  

Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146
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